
 

Her story… 

Rhonda came to Raffa Clinic for a pregnancy test.  She 

already has 2 children of the ages of 5 and 10.  She told us she 

was separated from the father of this baby at this time.   

Rhonda had already had her first appointment at an abortion 

clinic and her abortion procedure was scheduled for later in 

the week.   

The client advocate asked if she already had the procedure scheduled why did she come here.  Rhonda 

stated “I want to talk with someone to make sure the abortion is really something I want to do”.  She 

reports that she has an unhealthy relationship with father of the baby and that she is already working 2 jobs 

to support the 2 children she does have.  The father is around and sees the children but is not financially 

supportive.  She is very overwhelmed and feels inadequate and unable to parent this child. Our client 

advocate shared with her all the resources Raffa is able to provide her, such as parenting classes and 

materials assistance, and help to apply for Medicaid.  We also discussed some services she wasn’t taking 

advantage of that could lower her daycare costs and how to get help in pursuing legal services to get child 

support.  Rhonda shared with the advocate that she had struggled with depression and anxiety and was 

afraid that after the abortion she would feel regret and guilt.  She also expressed that she had felt 

uncomfortable at the abortion clinic and didn’t know if she could go through with it.   

We offered her a sonogram and she said she really wanted to do it to see for herself if the baby had a 

heartbeat.  When they did the sonogram at the abortion clinic she refused to look due to emotional distress 

and being uncomfortable in her surroundings.  Our Raffa Clinic nurse did the sonogram and verified she 

was around 10 weeks and there was a strong heartbeat visible.  Rhonda was tearful and admitted that she is 

“getting excited about the baby” and that she wants to take advantage of the resources Raffa has to offer 

and is choosing to parent this child.  

About 6 months later she came back in and shared how thankful she was for Raffa. She was thankful we 

were here and we listened and helped. Then in January of 2016 she brought her son in.  We took a picture 

of her, her son, and the client advocate that helped her. She also received her new baby gift.  She was very 

happy that she had made the choice to parent and reported she was doing well.  

*Note: Names changed to protect confidentiality and patient provided consent to share her story.* 
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Registration is now open for the 2016 RAFFA RUN!! Mark your calendars now and plan on joining us on 

Saturday, April 30th. This is a family friendly event with options for our serious 5K runners and also a 1K 

walk. Get your teams together now and start fundraising for Raffa Clinic. You can register and get more 

information about the event at www.RaffaRun.com.  

This year we are hoping to see more teams from area churches, Sunday school classes, small groups, civic 

organizations and businesses. You do not have to be on a team to participate. We have many participants 

that register individually.  

Once you register, you are given a personalized online fundraising page that you can share with your friends 

and family via social media and email. We also have paper registrations and fundraising forms available at 

the office and on our website.  

Can’t be there on April 30th? THAT’S OK!! We are offering the option to “Walk by Faith” this year. That 

means that you register (get your cool t-shirt) and you can walk wherever or whenever you are able. You can 

still fundraise and walk at a time that is good for you.  

Register today at www.RaffaRun.com!  

 

Upcoming Volunteer Events 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING:  Saturday, April 23, 2016 9:00am-4:00pm 
 *This is an all-day training that is required once you have decided to volunteer at Raffa Clinic. 
 
Visit www.friendsofraffa to register for all volunteer events.  
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